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Israel -  
The “Fifth” 

Gospel Series
Why all the 
miracles at 
the Sea of 

Galilee Area?

We are called to be “Berean”

“And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and 
Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went 
into the synagogue of the Jews.  These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.” (Acts 17:10-11)
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Thessalonica – Easily Fooled

Some Thessalonian individuals had been misled by a false letter 
they thought the Apostle Paul had sent them stating that they 
had missed the 2nd Coming of Christ! 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,  (2)  That 
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  
(3)  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition;
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We are Bible “sleuth detectors” 
like Sherlock Homes and Watson

Fictional characters were created by Scottish 
author and physician Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
• Sherlock Holmes first appeared in publication in 

1887.
• A brilliant London-based "consulting detective", 

Holmes is famous for his astute logical 
reasoning, his ability to take almost any disguise, 
and his forensic science skills.
– Difference:  We have the Holy Spirit to illuminate 

truth as a believer.

Doyle was amused 
when people would 
ask him about what 
would “Sherlock” say 
or quote him as if he 
was a real person.
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View of the Sea of Galilee from Mt. Arbel

View of the Sea of Galilee and the Golan Height from Mt. Arbel
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Beginning
of Jesus’ 
earthly 

ministry -  
Galilee to 

Jordan River

Galilee Area: Primary Region 
of Jesus’ Public Ministry
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Jesus’ Messages and Miracles
in the Galilee Area: 

Sermon on the Mount; Transfiguration;
25 of 33 Miracles; and 19 of 32 Parables

Some Towns of Galilee: Capernaum, Bethsaida, 
Chorazin, [see Matt. 11:21-23] Magdala, 
Tiberias & Nazareth (of these, only Tiberias & 
Nazareth exist today). 

“Now after that John was put in prison,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of

the kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14)

PROBLEM?? - Why did Jesus choose
the Galilee Area to do many of His miracles?

1. Jerusalem was, is, and always will be God’s focal point
• God required all male Jews to go to Jerusalem three 

times a year to celebrate three Levitical feasts:  
1. Feast of Passover/ Feast of Unleavened Bread – 

1st/2nd Spring Feasts
2. Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) - 4th Spring Feast
3. Fall Feasts – Feast of Tabernacles – 7th Fall Feast
– Exodus 23:17  Three times in the year all thy males shall 

appear before the Lord GOD.
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PROBLEM?? - Why did Jesus choose the Galilee Area to do many of His miracles?

2. The most important buildings/people were 
in Jerusalem: 

• Tabernacle/Temples
• Solomonic – 1st Temple
• Zerubbabel (remodeled by Herod) – 2nd Temple

• Giving your Tithes and Offerings through:
• Sacrifices – Burnt, Meat, Peace, Sin, Trespass 

offerings (Leviticus 1-5).
• The 7 Feasts were celebrated here (Lev. 23).

• High Priest
• Sanhedrin

High Priest Line

He was supposed to be from Aaronic lineage – 
• Exodus 28:1  And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons 

with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto 
me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, Aaron's sons.

The 2 eldest sons Nadab and Abihu went with Aaron and the 70 
elders with Moses up to the mountain. 
• Exodus 24:1  And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, 

and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and 
worship ye afar off.
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High Priest Line
Later, the 2 were killed for offering “strange fire”
• Leviticus 10:1-2  And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either 

of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.  
(2)  And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and 
they died before the LORD.

Eleazar became High Priest, and later Phinehas succeeded 
Eleazar - 
• Judges 20:28  “And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 

stood before it in those days…”

15

16



VTI - Why did the Sea of Galilee? 9/15/2022

Sawilowsky - OTMI 9

High Priest Line
But the next High Priest was Eli, who was from the line of 
Ithamar
• In King David’s day, the High Priest was from the Aaronic line both 

Eleazar and Ithamar
– 1 Chronicles 24:3  And David distributed them, both Zadok of the 

sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, according to 
their offices in their service.

Let us jump past the O/T line and discuss 3 major questions:
1. How was Jesus our High Priest if He was not from the line of Aaron?
2. Priesthood of Believers
3. When did the High Priest line get so corrupt? – see file #7 - Herod

Hebrews Chapter 2:17

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of 
the people. (Hebrews 2:17)
• Jesus/Messiah – “high priest” 
• Note:  Only 2 O/T verses teach that the Messiah = H/P

– The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalms 110:4)

– Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the 
glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest 
upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both. (Zechariah 6:13)
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Key Points:
As H/P, Jesus offered Himself as that final sacrifice!
• By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:10)
Only the book of Hebrews projects Christ as our High Priest – some 17 
verses (plus one verse in Acts).
• Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 

you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. (Acts 3:26)
• Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. (Heb. 4:14)
• As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the 

order of Melchisedec. (Hebrews 5:6)
• And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of 

Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, (Hebrews 7:15)

Hebrews Chapter 3:1

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; (Hebrews 3:1)

• “heavenly calling” – Called by God to do His work
• “Apostle” – Only time applied to Christ.

– Means – “one who is sent” so does apply
• Apostle - one who is sent by God to man.  

–That would make Moses an “Apostle.”

• High Priest – is man’s representative to God
–Aaron was Israel’s High Priest

• Jesus was both Apostle and High Priest!
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Hebrews Chapter 4:14

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
profession. (Hebrews 4:14)
• Hints of this discussion in earlier statements already quoted:

– Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. (Hebrews 2:17)

– Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; (Hebrews 
3:1)

Hebrews Chapter 4:14
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. (Hebrews 4:14)

High Priest – family of Aaron (Aaronic Priesthood) – 
• So how does that fit with Jesus as our “great high priest”?
3 offices:  Prophet, Priest, and King – Jesus was all three:
• His life on earth was one of a prophet.

– He came to reveal God to men.
– “…he that hath seen me hath seen the Father…” (John 14:9)

• Today, He sits in glory as our High Priest making intercession 
for us.

• He returns to earth to reign as King.
– (2nd Coming – 1K Millennial Kingdom)
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Now…Was Jesus the H/P on earth?  Those who say yes:

1. Began when God acknowledged Him as His Son 
–So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high 

priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to 
day have I begotten thee. (Hebrews 5:5)

2. Occurred at His Baptism
–And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Matthew 
3:17)

Was Jesus the H/P on earth?  Those who say yes:

3. Or Transfiguration (similar to His Baptism)
– While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and 

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. (Matt. 17:5)

4. Jesus, as the Son of God, was revealed to Peter by 
God. 

– And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. (Matthew 16:16-17)
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Was Jesus a H/P on earth?  - Those who say yes:

5. Known by Nathanial
– Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of 

God; thou art the King of Israel. (John 1:49)
6. Christ never officiated in the Temple but exercised His 

Melchizedek priesthood.
– Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent 

me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth. (John 17:17-19)

7. And on the cross as a sacrifice for sin – 
– Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 

first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, 
when he offered up himself. (Hebrews 7:27)

Your Prof’s thoughts

All the points given to prove that Jesus was the High 
Priest while on earth are very tentative/problematic 
except for the last point.
• And on the cross as a sacrifice for sin – 

– Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: 
for this he did once, when he offered up himself. (Hebrews 
7:27)

A better explanation:
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Sir Robert Anderson, The Hebrews Epistle [London:  Pickering & Inglis] – 
pg. 81 of Phillips’ Hebrews
Not until the mediator of the covenant had ‘made purification for 
sins’ and had gone up to the mount of God was Aaron appointed high 
priest; and not until the Son of God had completed the work of 
redemption and ascended to the right hand of the Majesty on high 
was, he called (i.e., publicly announced) of God to be High Priest after 
the order of Melchizedek.  
It is not that the Lord then entered upon high-priestly functions of a 
new character, but that, while on earth (as the Apostle expressly 
declares) He would not be a priest at all.  
And on earth, it was that his sacrificial work in redemption was 
accomplished.  That work, therefore, must have been complete 
before He entered on His high priestly work.

Sir Robert Anderson
• 1841 –1918 – A policeman and later a 

Theologian.
• A member of the Plymouth Brethren, 

–Returned to his Presbyterian roots. 
– He wrote numerous theological works. 

• C. H. Spurgeon commented that Anderson's 
book Human Destiny was "the most 
valuable contribution on the subject" that 
he had seen.

27

28



VTI - Why did the Sea of Galilee? 9/15/2022

Sawilowsky - OTMI 15

Hebrews Chapter 4:14
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession. (Hebrews 4:14)

The priesthood was not from David (Jesus) but from Aaron’s 
line.  So, what gives Jesus the qualification as a High Priest?
• “Jesus the son of God”

– As our High Priest NOW, it explains how in the past, when the 
Temple was destroyed (70 AD), the rituals/sacrifices would be 
gone (thus the office of the Priesthood), and Judaism had to be 
overhauled by rabbinical leaders to adjust to their new 
conditions.

–BUT that is not so for Christians because Jesus is our H/P 
today!

Hebrews Chapter 4:15

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)
• Christ is near (as compared to the H/P in Jerusalem) and 

did not live a private life but knows/understands the 
average man.

• “tempted” – This word does not imply that Jesus was 
having to fight the desire to sin!
– He was “tested” and “proved”.
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Hebrews Chapter 4:15 - “tempted” 

Πειράζω - peirazō - Part of Speech: verb - Thayer Definition:
1. to try whether a thing can be done

– 1a) to attempt, endeavor

2. to try, make trial of, test: for the purpose of 
ascertaining his quantity, or what he thinks, or how 
he will behave himself
– 2a) in a good sense
– 2b) in a bad sense, to test one maliciously, craftily to put to the proof his 

feelings or judgments
– 2c) to try or test one’s faith, virtue, and character, by enticement to sin

• 2c1) to solicit to sin, to tempt
– 2c1a) of the temptations of the devil

Satan tried the same approach to Jesus in the wilderness just like 
he did with Eve.  

– For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (1 
John 2:16)

• Eve – “lust of the flesh”
– And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

• Eve - Lust of the eyes
– and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 

• Eve - Pride of life
– a tree to be desired to make one wise, …(Genesis 3:6)
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Satan - same approach to Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11
• Lust of the flesh – stones be made bread

– And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread. (Matthew 4:3)

• Lust of the eyes – Satan “showeth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them”.
– Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 

sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
(Matthew 4:8)

• Pride of Life – Urged to cast Himself down from the Temple 
– Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 

pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down... (Matthew 4:5-6)

Southern Steps
El Asque Mosque

"the Farthest Mosque”
Mohamed’s night dream

“pinnacle of the temple”
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Hebrews Chapter 4:16 – Priesthood of believers – Key Baptist doctrine!

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
(Hebrews 4:16)
Priesthood of believers
• The illustration or comparison here was derived from the 

temple service. 
– In that service God is represented as seated in the Most Holy Place 

on the mercy seat.
– The high priest approaches that seat or throne of the divine majesty 

with the blood of the atonement to make intercession for the 
people, and to plead for pardon;

High Priest in the Most Holy 
Place - Day of Atonement.
Leviticus 16:13-14  And he 
shall put the incense upon the 
fire before the LORD, that the 
cloud of the incense may cover 
the mercy seat that is upon 
the testimony, that he die not:  
(14)  And he shall take of the 
blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it with his finger upon 
the mercy seat eastward; and 
before the mercy seat shall he 
sprinkle of the blood with his 
finger seven times.
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Hebrews Chapter 5:1

For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men 
in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and 
sacrifices for sins: (Hebrews 5:1)

• Only a man would understand us, not Angels 
– Answers the question of why Jesus came as a man!

• “gifts” – Thanksgiving offering
• “sacrifices” – For repentance to seek forgiveness

Hebrews Chapter 5:1
For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining 
to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: (Hebrews 5:1)

The proper office of a priest – He presents a “sacrifice” 
for sin.
• It is “improper” to give the name “priest” to a Preacher/Pastor

– He offers no sacrifice; sprinkles no blood. He is appointed to “preach 
the word,” and to lead the devotions of the church, but not to offer 
sacrifice. 

–2 Timothy 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.

N/T - “priest” - Never given to the apostles, or any other minister.
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But what about?

1Pe 2:5-9  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. (6)  Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that 
believeth on him shall not be confounded. (7)  Unto you therefore 
which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, 
the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head 
of the corner, (8)  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 
even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 
whereunto also they were appointed. (9)  But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light:

I Peter is written to Jewish Believers:

1Pe 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia,
• “strangers” –  παρεπίδημος - parepidēmos - par-ep-id'-ay-mos 

– Thayer Definition:
1. One who comes from a foreign country into a city or land to reside 

there by the side of the natives
2. a stranger
3. sojourning in a strange place, a foreigner
4. In the NT metaphorically in reference to heaven as the native 

country, one who sojourns on earth
• Part of Speech: adjective
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I Peter is written to Jewish Believers: - “strangers” 

3 places in N/T: 
1. 1 Peter 1:1 – “strangers” 
2. Heb 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the 

promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

3. 1Pe 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

• A. T Robinson:  The word means, literally, a by-resident, a 
sojourner among a people not one’s own. 

Most see this book written to Jewish believers who were now “the 
scattered abroad,” (James 1:1) or the “dispersion;” that is, those who 
were strangers or sojourners away from their native land; 

Question:  Why Improper” to give the name “priest” to a Preacher

• 1 Peter 2:5 - holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

• 1 Peter 2:9 - But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people 
– Many similarities to Israel but different!
– Known to the unknown!!

• Simple speaks of our relationship as compared to the Old 
Testament priests – our bodies…aka service to him is offered as a 
priestly sacrifice.
– 1Co 6:19-20  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? (20)  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
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Hebrews Chapter 5:2

Who can have compassion [sympathizing with] on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that 
he himself also is compassed with infirmity. (Hebrews 
5:2)
• O/T priest – had to make a sacrifice for themselves

–For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; 
but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh 
the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. (Hebrews 7:28)

Hebrews Chapter 5:3-4

And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also 
for himself, to offer for sins. (Hebrews 5:3)
• Priest – O/T as well as disciples in N/T, are men who 

need a sacrifice for their own sin.
And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that 
is called of God, as was Aaron. (Hebrews 5:4)
• Linage of Aaron was the Priestly line but by the time of 

Jesus, the High Priest had been corrupted as they 
arose to the throne based on how much money they 
would give to Herod.
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Hebrews Chapter 5:5

So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an 
high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my 
Son, to day have I begotten thee. (Hebrews 5:5)
• Again, the quote of Psalms 2:7 was done in 

Hebrews 1:6 shows the importance of this 
prophetic Messianic psalm.

Hebrews Chapter 5:6

As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec. (Hebrews 5:6)
• The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a 

priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalms 
110:4)
–This quote is also found in Hebrews 5:10; 6:20; 7:17, 21

Here is the key to our problem as Jesus was not in the 
Aaronic lineage so how could He be our High Priest?

–Hebrews connects Jesus with Melchizedek!
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Melchizedek

Mysterious priest/king who met Abraham when he 
defeated the confederation of kings from the north.
• And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return 

from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that 
were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: 
and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed 
him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, 
possessor of heaven and earth: (Genesis 14:17-19)

• “Salem” – means peace
• “priest of the most-high God” – El Elyon – “highest God”.

Why not Jerusalem? Sanhedrin – 71 members

It means “sitting together,” “council,” or “assembly.”
• Two Bible verses that are used:

– Numbers 11:16  And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me 
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the 
elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto 
the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with 
thee.

– 2 Chronicles 19:8  Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the 
Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, 
for the judgment of the LORD, and for controversies, when they 
returned to Jerusalem.

So why 71?  70 men + Moses makes 71
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Why not Jerusalem? Sanhedrin – 71 members

Sanhedrin – According to the Talmud (M. Mid. 5:5), they met 
every day at the Hall of Hewn Stones, which was the southern 
side of the Temple (no archaeological evidence).
• It was considered the “Supreme Court” of Israel.
The earliest record of the Sanhedrin – 
• 1st mentioned by Josephus in 57 BC by the Romans.
N/T refers to it twice:
• Mark 14:53  And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him 

were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes.
• Acts 24:1  And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with 

the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the 
governor against Paul.

SANHEDRIN’S ANCIENT HALL OF HEWN 
STONES ‘BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE’

BY JNI MEDIA | APR 6, 2017 | BIBLICAL NEWS
HTTPS://WWW.ISRAEL365NEWS.COM/86221/SANHEDRIN-
TRAIL-RECREATES-ANCIENT-HIGH-COURT/

The high court of the Sanhedrin used to 
meet in the Hall of Hewn Stones (Lishkat 
ha’Gazit) during the Second Temple 
period, and then, as Maimonides 
describes it, when law and order could no 
longer be maintained in Jerusalem, it left 
the city, and was “exiled” to ten different 
locations until it was finally disbanded.
Prof:  We will spend more time on this 
when we go to Tiberias.

Notice the Altar is in the center and 
the “Chamber Of Hewn Stone” is on 
the left side.
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The Sanhedrin
The council could decide almost any fate 
of its people – except the death penalty, 
which was decided by the Romans. Graphic by 
Karbel Multiedia.  Copyright 2009 Logos Bible Software

PROBLEM?? - Why did Jesus choose the Galilee Area to do many of His miracles?
Jerusalem was, is, and always will be God’s focal point cont’d.

On the Day of Atonement (6th feast), sacrifices 
were done in the Temple to forgive the sins of 
Israel nationally (rolled over).

• Hebrews 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by 
year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.
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PROBLEM?? - Why did Jesus choose the Galilee Area to do many of His miracles?

3. We are told to pray for the “peace of Jerusalem” – 
Psalms 122:6

• By the way, do YOU do this?
Most religious Jews today still pray towards Jerusalem!
• Daniel 6:10  Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 

signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open 
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime.

So, it seems out of Biblical character that Jesus did all 
these miracles in the Galilee area and NOT Jerusalem!

Green Acres Theme - 1965-71
Eddie Albert, Eva Gabor, Tom Lester

(Eddie Albert sang) Green Acres is the place to 
be. (“i.e., Galilee area”)
Farm livin' is the life for me. 
Land spreadin' out so far and wide 
Keep Manhattan, just give me that countryside. 

(Eva Gabor sang) New York is where I'd rather 
stay. (“i.e., Jerusalem”)
I get allergic to smelling hay. 
I just adore a penthouse view. 
Dah-ling I love you but give me Park Avenue. 
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Green Acres Theme - 1965-71
Eddie Albert, Eva Gabor, Tom Lester

...The chores. (“Galilee area”)

...The stores. (“Jerusalem”)

...Fresh air. (“Galilee area”)

...Times Square (“Jerusalem”)

You are my wife. 
Goodbye, city life. 
Green Acres, we are there

Christ at the 
Sea of Galilee
Il Tintoretto — 
ca. 1575-1580 

“Therefore that 
disciple whom 

Jesus loved saith 
unto Peter,

It is the 
Lord...”(John 

21:7)
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Notice Where Jesus 1st called His
Disciples and where He Began to Preach:

• “And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, 
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea: for they were fishers.” (Matthew 4:18)

• “And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; and he called them.” (Matthew 4:21)

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  And his fame 
went throughout all Syria...” (Matthew 4:23-24)

Notice now where Jesus called
His disciples AFTER His Resurrection

Angel & Jesus tell them to go to the Galilee Area
“And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye:  
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here:  
for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay.  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the 
dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall 
ye see him: …And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus 
met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not 
afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there 
shall they see me.” (Matthew 28:5-10)
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Jesus brings His disciples back to HIM/Galilee

It was at the Sea of Galilee,  that 
Peter told the disciples “I go a fishing” and 
they went with him (John 21:1-3) after Jesus’ 
crucifixtion.
• Parallels a few years back when Jesus first 

called them to be his disciples (Luke 5:1-11; 
John 21:1-6).  

• Jesus told Peter that he would catch men (Luke 
5:10).

Notice where Jesus called His disciples after His Resurrection

In this area, Jesus commissioned his disciples to teach 
the nations about Him – the “Great Commission”.
• “Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 

mountain* where Jesus had appointed them…And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations…” (Matthew 28:16-20)
–*“mountain” - Mt. Arbel – Tradition!! 

• Others think Mt. Hermon or Mt. Tabor???
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Mt. Arbel  
Great 

Commission 
Given

Notice where Jesus called His disciples after His Resurrection – Tracing His steps!

After His resurrection, but before going to Galilee, Jesus spent time in and 
around Jerusalem confirming that he had risen.  Jesus appeared:

• To Mary “Magdalene” at the tomb - 
– John 20:13-14  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith 

unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him.  (14)  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and 
saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

• Conversed with 2 disciples on their way to Emmaus - 
– Luke 24:13-15  And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 

Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.  (14)  And they 
talked together of all these things which had happened.  (15)  And it came to 
pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew 
near, and went with them.
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Notice where Jesus called His disciples after His Resurrection – Tracing His steps!

After His resurrection, but before going to the Galilee area, Jesus spent time in and around Jerusalem 
confirming that he had risen.  Jesus appeared:

To some disciples in the Upper Room and they received the Holy Spirit 
from Jesus himself.
• John 20:21-22  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 

sent me, even so send I you.  (22)  And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: (see also Luke 24:36-39) 

To 500 of his followers.
• 1 Corinthians 15:6  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 

of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.
These appearances plus teaching in the Galilee area totaled 40 days.
• Acts 1:3  To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God:

Places Jesus Appeared
after His Resurrection:
Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher or
Gordon’s Calvary

John 20:11, 14  But Mary stood
without at the sepulchre weeping: and

as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre, (14)  And 
when she had  thus said, she turned 

herself back, and saw Jesus standing,
and knew not that it was Jesus.
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Places Jesus 
Appeared after 

His Resurrection:  
Upper Room

John 20:19  Then the 
same day at evening, 
being the first day of 
the week, when the 

doors were shut where 
the disciples were 

assembled for fear of 
the Jews, came Jesus 

and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.

Places Jesus Appeared after His  
Resurrection: Luke 24:13-35 Approximate 

location where 
the city of 

Emmaus would 
have been

The Picture on right:
A Roman road to Emmaus

Luke 24:13  And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.
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As promised, He revealed Himself to His disciples
at the Sea of Galilee – John 21:1ff 

2 Stories:
1. Peter goes fishing and catches nothing
2. Jesus sits down with them for a special meal.
• Peter goes back to his roots and the disciples go with him. 

(John 21:1-3)
– This story parallels a few years back when Jesus first called the men 

to be his disciples (Luke 5:1-11; John 21:1-6).  
– Jesus told Peter that he would catch men (Luke 5:10).

• NOTE:  It is good to go back to your roots (first saved/called)
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As promised, He revealed Himself to His disciples at the Sea of Galilee – John 21:1ff 

2nd story is very important – A special meal!
• How was it possible for them to still be Jesus’ 

disciples after they deserted him?  
• And what about Peter, who denied him 3 times on 

that difficult day in Jerusalem?
NOTE: Unfortunately, sometimes, the reality of life 
overshadows the theology of truth! 
• One gets caught up in a moment.

A special meal - 
“…he shewed them his hands and his feet.  And while they yet 
believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them,  Have ye 
here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and 
of an honeycomb.  And he took it, and did eat before them.” 
(Luke 24:40-43)
• Remember, God had told Israel that it would be a land of “milk 

and honey” (Exodus 3:8).
– Honey was a normal type of food eaten. 

• Samson (Judges 14:8) 
• Jonathan (I Samuel 14:27)
• John the Baptist (Matthew 3:4)
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Types of Fish in the Sea of Galilee 

There are 22 species of fish (Jerome Murphy-O’Connor 
“The Holy Land” – pg. 464), but the most popular are: 
Sardines, Barbels (small carp-like freshwater fish), and 
musht (Tilapia /St. Peter’s fish).

A special meal - 
Honey also had a Messianic connection:
• Isaiah 7:14-15  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, 

a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.  (15)  Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to 
refuse the evil, and choose the good.

• Isaiah 7:22  And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that 
they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one 
eat that is left in the land.

While some “bee” hives have been found in Israel lately, most 
scholars see “milk” as “goat’s” milk and “honey” as date honey.
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Exodus 3:8  “And I am come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land unto a good land and a 
large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey…”

www.livescience.com/6555-beehives-biblical-israel-discovered
First Beehives from Biblical Israel Discovered - By Clara Moskowitz published June 09, 2010

Recently discovered beehives from ancient Israel 3,000 
years ago appear to be the oldest evidence for 
beekeeping ever found, scientists reported.  
Archaeologists identified the remains of honeybees — 
including workers, drones, pupae, and larvae — inside 
about 30 clay cylinders thought to have been used as 
beehives at the site of Tel Rehov in the Jordan valley in 
northern Israel. This is the first such discovery from 
ancient times.
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According to the website - www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-showing-
the-location-of-Tel-Rehov-and-other-sites-mentioned-in-the-text:

The place name Rehov appears in various 
Egyptian New Kingdom texts. Most importantly, 
it occurs on the list of cities conquered by 
Pharaoh Shoshenq I, the Biblical Shishak (I Kings 
14:25-26, II Chronicles 12:3-4).
• 1 Kings 14:25  And it came to pass in the fifth 

year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem:

Bee-Hive found at Tel Rehov in the Jordan Valley in Northern Israel 
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www.livescience.com/6555-beehives-biblical-israel-discovered
First Beehives from Biblical Israel Discovered - By Clara Moskowitz published June 09, 2010

"Although texts and wall paintings suggest that bees were kept in the 
Ancient Near East for the production of precious wax and honey, 
archaeological evidence for beekeeping has never been found," the 
researchers, led by Guy Bloch of Israel's Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, wrote in a paper in the June 8 issue of the journal 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
The hives have a small hole on one side for the bees to come and go, 
and on the other side is a lid for the beekeeper to use to access the 
honeycomb. The archeologists used carbon dating on grains that 
had spilled from a broken storage jar next to the hives to estimate 
that they were about 3,000 years old.  "The exceptional preservation 
of these remains provides unequivocal identification of the clay 
cylinders as the most ancient beehives yet found," the researchers 
wrote.

www.livescience.com/6555-beehives-biblical-israel-discovered
First Beehives from Biblical Israel Discovered - By Clara Moskowitz published June 09, 2010

The scientists used a high-resolution electron microscope 
to study the bee remains, and found that their legs and 
wings suggest they belonged to a different subspecies 
than the bees currently found in Israel. In fact, the 
ancient bees most closely resemble those found in 
modern-day Turkey. That suggests the ancient people 
may have imported a specialized bee species for its 
superior characteristics, such as a milder temper or better 
honey production.
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www.livescience.com/6555-beehives-biblical-israel-discovered
First Beehives from Biblical Israel Discovered - By Clara Moskowitz published June 09, 2010

The researchers found three rows of these hives in a 
courtyard that used to be part of a large architectural complex 
during the 10th to 9th centuries B.C.  "The location of such a 
large apiary in the middle of a dense urban area is puzzling 
because bees can be very aggressive, especially during routine 
beekeeping practices or honey harvesting," the researchers 
wrote. They speculate that maybe the honey was so valuable 
it was worth placing in such a congested area to keep it safe.  
Overall, the findings "suggest that beekeeping already was an 
elaborate agricultural practice in Israel 3,000 years ago," 
Bloch and colleagues wrote.

Jesus had a special meal with his disciples on the shores of Galilee.

He had already forgiven them and now he was saying, “Come 
and dine” (John 21:12 - i.e., have breakfast).
Jewish custom - “meal covenant”.
• It signals forgiveness and acceptance –

– “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over.” (Psalm 23:5)
• Note:  Good lesson – invite an “enemy” over for a meal – 

leave as friends!
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Hymn – “Come and Dine”
Charles B. Widmeyer, 1907

Jesus has a table spread
Where the saints of God are fed,
He invites His chosen people, “Come and dine”;
With His manna He doth feed
And supplies our every need:
Oh, ’tis sweet to sup with Jesus all the time! 
• Refrain:
“Come and dine,” the Master calleth, “Come and dine”;
You may feast at Jesus’ table all the time;
He Who fed the multitude turned the water into wine,
To the hungry calleth now, “Come and dine.”

Hymn – Come and Dine

• The disciples came to land,
Thus, obeying Christ’s command,
For the Master called unto them, “Come and dine”;
There they found their heart’s desire,
Bread and fish upon the fire;
Thus, He satisfies the hungry every time.

• Soon the Lamb will take His bride
To be ever at His side,
All the host of heaven will assembled be;
Oh, ’twill be a glorious sight,
All the saints in spotless white;
And with Jesus they will feast eternally.
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They had denied the Lord and run away.  
Full reconciliation was acknowledged with the meal. 
• Jesus Reminded them of their purpose as Jews/ 

Abraham’s descendants and as God’s messengers.
– Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get 

thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  (2)  And I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  (3)  And 
I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

It was to remind them of their purpose as Abraham’s descendants and as 
God’s messengers.

• Isaiah 42:6-7  I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;  (7)  To 
open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

The resurrected Jesus met his disciples in Galilee 
and did great miracles there for a reason.  

• It was based on a prophecy of Isaiah 9:1
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Impact on me

Peter/I had run away from doing God’s work!
• Yet, God forgives me and brings me back into fellowship with 

Him!
– 1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

My Bible humbles me as I see the faithfulness of our 
Saviour to me!
• No wonder the impact of Jesus’ resurrection and 40-day 

teaching led to Acts 2 as Peter had the fire and passion 
to preach the Gospel to his Jewish brethren without fear 
or restraint!

Jesus did all these Miracles in the Galilee area during 
His public ministry to fulfill O/T “Prophecy”!  

It was based on the 
prophecy of Isaiah 

Chapter 9
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The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1
Background - It was a difficult time in Israel’s history. 
• Chapter 5 – Israel is the “vineyard” that produced “wild” (i.e., 

sour) grapes even after all that God had done for them.
– Isaiah 5:4  What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 

have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

• God would have to “lay it waste” as “briers and thorns” would 
come up for lack of rain.
– Isaiah 5:6  And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; 

but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 6
Background - It was a difficult time in Israel’s history. 

Chapter 6 – God calls Isaiah to put them to sleep!!:
• Isaiah 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 

heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed.

This was Isaiah’s call having said to God, “here am I; send me” 
• Isaiah 6:8-9  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I!; send me.  (9)  
And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.

It was in preparation for the Messiah to finally come (Incarnation)
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Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 7

Chapter 7 – Two Nations:  Syria and Pekah, King of Israel go up to 
Jerusalem to war against King Ahaz (Southern Kingdom).
• God gave a prophecy to King Ahaz of their survival, as He promised a 

“virgin” would give birth and His name shall be called “Immanuel”. 
– Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 

virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

• “Immanuel” – Hebrew:  “God is with us” - ִָּמנּוֵאלע

• God is with us, not as just a friend, but God, in the flesh of skin 
will come down to us as a man.  
– A continued fulfillment of Genesis 9:27 “…he shall dwell in the tents 

of Shem”.

Isaiah 7:14 – “virgin” – BDB – 2 Views
'almâh - al-maw‛ - ַעְלָמה
• Feminine of H5958; a lass (as veiled or private): - damsel, maid, 

virgin.
• Matthew 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth 

a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us.

Betulah“ – Is typically used for virgin but not always" - ְּבּתּוָלה
Deuteronomy 22:14  And give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an 
evil name upon her, and say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I found 
her not a maid:
• 'bethûlı̂ym - beth-oo-leem - ְּבתּוִלים
• Masculine plural of the same as H1330; (collectively and abstractly) virginity; 

by implication and concretely the tokens of it: -  X maid, virginity. - Total KJV 
occurrences: 10
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Isaiah 7:14 issue

I do not have time to be thorough over the Isaiah 7:14 issue as it 
is not easy to fully explain and needs its own lesson.
• The argument is not over the word – Alma or Betulah.
• The Septuagint used “Parthenos” which again struggles to define as a 

“woman untouched” up to the moment of conception.
Remember, King Ahaz did not even want God to give him a sign, 
so the sign was for the Davidic Throne.
• Isaiah 7:10-13  Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,  (11)  

Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the 
height above.  (12)  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the 
LORD.  (13)  And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small 
thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?

Isaiah 7:14 issue

The Hebrew Bible points to other special “birth announcements”.
• Hagar – Gen. 

– Genesis 16:11  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou 
art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; 
because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.

• Birth of Samson –
– Judges 13:3  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold 

now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
– Judges 13:5  For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for 

the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of 
the hand of the Philistines.

– Judges 13:7  But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no 
wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from 
the womb to the day of his death.
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Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

In Chapter 8,  Isaiah prophecies what were to befall Syria 
(“Damascus”) and “Samaria” (Capital of Israel – N/K), and in 
particular Judea.  
1. It was because of Israel’s sin, that Assyria’s army was going 

to invade Samaria and Judea in a quick battle.
• Isaiah 8:4  For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My 

father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of 
Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria.

2. God gives a contrast between two bodies of water:
• Israel did not like God’s leading which was smooth and fresh like 

the waters of “Shiloah” (8:6) but rejoice in the reign of Assyria.

Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

Isaiah 8:6  Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of 
Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son;
• “waters of Shiloah” - Hezekiah’s Tunnel or Pool of Siloam
• Rezin – “King of Syria”; “Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of 

Israel”
– Isaiah 7:1  “…in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son 

of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward 
Jerusalem to war against it …”

The Assyrian army is raging powerful water (Euphrates River) 
that will overflow Israel.
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Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

Isaiah 8:7-8  Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the 
waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his 
glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:  
(8)  And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he 
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill 
the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.
• The imagery here is that Israel will be flooded by the Assyrian army that 

will defeat them and the only place still standing is Jerusalem which is 
surrounded by mountains.

But there is a key word found in Isaiah 8:8 that will bring 
comfort to them and will change EVERYthing.  What is it?

Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

What was promised in Chapter 7 of a “virgin” who would give 
birth and His name shall be called “Immanuel” is again promised 
in Chapter 8.
• Isaiah 7:14  “…Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. - “God is with us” 
• Isaiah 8:8  “…O Immanuel.” – confirms the Messianic pledge!

– If it was just speaking of a young woman who gives birth 
thus the S/K would survive (Jewish view), why reconfirm 
here?
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Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

Isaiah 8:9 speaks of Israel being “broken up”
• Isaiah 8:9  “…ye shall be broken in pieces…”
But Isaiah warns the foreign countries, the promise of the 
Messiah is coming.
•  Isaiah 8:10  Take counsel together, and it shall come to 

nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with 
us.
– Again this argues against the Jewish view of Isaiah 7:14.

The prophet Isaiah was confident in God’s early Promise.  
• Though the immediate battle was lost as their enemies were strong, 

Isaiah’s hope was in the name of Immanuel for “God is with us” 
despite their sins!

• It all looked lost, and Israel would be no more!  But Isaiah saw the “big 
picture”…do you?

Notice other verses that speak of “God is with us” as this style of 
Isaiah was not exclusive to him.
• Numbers 14:9  Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the 

people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed 
from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.

• Psalms 46:6-7  The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he 
uttered his voice, the earth melted.  (7)  The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.
– See also Psalms 46:11 and Jeremiah 8:8
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Background of The Prophecy of the Galilean Area – Chapter 8

Isaiah’s council to his people – 
1. If they fear God, and not man, they will find refuge in 

God.
• Isaiah 8:13-14a  “Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; 

and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  
(14)  And he shall be for a sanctuary…”  

Jesus said it this way:
• Matthew 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are 

not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.

The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

Key verse: Isaiah 9:1 “Nevertheless the dimness shall not    
be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly 
afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and 
afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the 
sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.” 
• “land of Zebulun” – lower Galilee area
• “land of Naphtali” – upper Galilee area
• “way of the sea, beyond Jordan ” - western shore of the 

sea of Chinnereth/ Sea of Galilee. 
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Division of Israel’s 
12 Tribes 

(Numbers 32:1-5;
 Joshua 14-21)

Notice the tribes of Zebulun 
and Naphtali around the  
Sea of Galilee Area

I say then, Hath God cast away his 
people? God forbid. For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
(Romans 11:1) – Apostle Paul

Isaiah 9:1:
“lightly afflicted”

“grievously afflicted”
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Why God punished Israel!  - 2 Kings 17:15-17

Israel sinned against the Lord, leading to His judgment upon the land: 
1. Despised His statutes (laws) and covenants God made with their 

fathers.
2. Went after false idols.
3. Followed nations around them, despite the LORD’s command, they 

were not to be like them. 
4. Abandoned all the commandments of the LORD and made metal 

images of two calves.
5. Made an Asherah and served Baal. 
6. Burned their sons and their daughters as offerings
7. Used divination and omens
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Why God punished Israel!  - 2 Kings 17:15-17
Israel sinned against the Lord, leading to His judgment upon the land: 

8. Sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD
2 Kings 17:15-17  And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he 
made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against 
them; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the 
heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had 
charged them, that they should not do like them.  (16)  And they left all 
the commandments of the LORD their God, and made them molten 
images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all the host 
of heaven, and served Baal.  (17)  And they caused their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination and 
enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to 
provoke him to anger.

Why God punished Israel!  - 2 Kings 17:15-17
Israel sinned against the Lord, leading to His judgment upon the land: 

• Though a remnant remained in the north, the nation of Israel was under 
Assyrian rule, and thousands were deported and made servants
– 2 Kings 17:18  Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them 

out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah only.

God was fulfilling His promise if they did not keep the Mosaic Covenant
• Deuteronomy 28:15-16  But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice 

of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I 
command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:  
(16)  Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field.

• Deuteronomy 28:64  And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt 
serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even 
wood and stone.
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Assyrian Battles – 4 Different Times
Quick outline of Israel’s battles with Assyrians
1. 853 BC – Battle of Qarqar (Orontes River) – 12 allied nations (including 

Israel led by King Ahab) fought against Assyria.  Damascus was the leader 
of the allied nations (see map – next slide).

• This first battle with the Assyrians is not found in Scripture but in the 
“Assyrian Stele” (carved stone monument).  The Stele states Assyrians 
“won” the battle, but they did not continue conquests so that part is 
questionable.

The Neo-Assyrian Kings’ Reign dates – 
1. Tilgathpilneser – King Pul – 745 BC – 727 BC
2. Shalmaneser V – 726 BC-722 BC – Died just after the capture of Samaria
3. Sargon II – 722 BC – 705 BC – Died in Battle…Took credit for Samaria battle
4. Sennacherib (son of Sargon II) 705 BC - 681
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Assyrian Battles – 4 Different Times

Quick outline of Israel’s battles with Assyrians cont’d

2. 732 BC Under Assyrian King Pul - 740 BC
• 1 Chronicles 5:26  And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of 

Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgathpilneser king of 
Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and 
the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought 
them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river 
Gozan, unto this day.

Isaiah 9:1 “he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali“ 
Tiglathpileser, King of Assyria defeated these cities during the reign of Pekah, King of Israel

2 Kings 15:29  In the days of Pekah king of Israel came 
Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and 
Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and 
Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them 
captive to Assyria.
• Ijon – Abelbethmaachah  

– 1 Kings 15:20  So Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the 
captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and 
smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and all Cinneroth, with 
all the land of Naphtali.
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Tiglathpileser, King of Assyria defeated these cities during the reign of Pekah, King of Israel

2 Kings 15:29  In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and 
Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of 
Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria.

• Abelbethmaachah - Janoah – A city in the tribe of Ephraim – 
– Joshua 16:6  And the border went out toward the sea to 

Michmethah on the north side; and the border went about eastward 
unto Taanathshiloh, and passed by it on the east to Janohah;

• Kedesh – Hazor – Cities of Naphtali – 
– Joshua 19:36  And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor,

• Gilead – A country beyond Jordan, which belonged to the Reubenites, 
Gadites, and half tribe of Manasseh:

• Galilee – Naphtali – Upper Galilee

Assyrian Battles – 4 Different Times

Quick outline of Israel’s battles with Assyrians cont’d

3. 722 BC – Samaria was taken under Shalmaneser V after a 
3-year siege – 2 Kings 17:5-6

• 9th Year - King Hoshea was brought to Assyria to Halah.
– 2 Kings 17:5-6  “Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, 

and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.  (6)  In the ninth 
year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away 
into Assyria…”

– Note:  Samaria was the capital of the Northern Kingdom.

• This battle was more intense as the Scripture state: 
– Isaiah 9:1 – “…afterward did more grievously afflict her by the 

way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.”
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Assyrian Battles – 4 Different Times

Quick outline of the rise of the Assyrians cont’d

3. 722 BC – Samaria (Capital of N/K) was taken under Shalmaneser V after a 3-year 
siege – 2 Kings 17:5-6

The Samaritan people came about as Assyria brought 
other men to populate Samaria.
• 2 Kings 17:24  And the king of Assyria brought men 

from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and 
from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them 
in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: 
and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities 
thereof.

Assyrian Battles – 4 Different Times

4. 701 BC – Assyria was unable to capture Jerusalem because of 
the Lord’s intervention but sacked Lachish!

• 2 Kings 19:35  And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD 
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore 
and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses.

• 2 Chronicles 32:22  Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and 
from the hand of all other, and guided them on every side.
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Sennacherib’s Prism – From File #22

A six-sided hexagonal clay prism 
• Also called the “Taylor” Prism as Robert 

Taylor discovered the 15” tall clay cylinder in 
1830 in Nineveh (now Mosul, Iraq), the 
capital of the Assyrian Empire.
– One of three Prisms – Taylor; Oriental; 

Jerusalem. 
• It is a concise chronological history of 

Sennacherib, the Assyrian king.
– He besieged Jerusalem in 701 BC during the 

reign of King Hezekiah.

Sennacherib’s Prism - A six-sided hexagonal clay prism 

The events recorded are found in Isaiah 36-37;              
2 Kings 18:17; 2 Chronicles 32:9
• Notice the similarities between the Bible statements 

and the clay tablet:
– “As to Hezekiah the Jew he didn’t submit to my yoke… I 

laid siege to 46 of his strong cities walled forts and to the 
countless small villages in their vicinity and conquered 
them by means of well-stamped earth ramps and 
battering rams.”

– 2 Chronicles 32:1  “…Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and 
entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities”.
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Lachish - 2nd only to Jerusalem in importance.

It is 25 miles SW of Jerusalem
• It is in the foothills of Judah which are known as the 

“Shephelah”. 
– Shephelah means "lowlands" - Hebrew:  ַהְּשֵפָלה - hašŠǝfēlā, 

or : ְׁשֵפַלת ְיהּוָדה  ,Šǝfēlat Yəhūda, the "Judaean foothills".

• It is 18 acres with plenty of water.
• It is mentioned 22 times in the Bible plus many other 

outside sources and has been very much excavated.
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Lachish - 2nd only to Jerusalem in importance.

It had been strongly fortified by Rehoboam –
• He was the son of Solomon; grandson of David, 
• The last monarch of the United Kingdom -  

– After the rebellion of Jeroboam and the 10 Northern Tribes (next slide).

Rehoboam became “only” the King of Judah (Southern Kingdom: 
Judah and Benjamin) 

• 2 Chronicles 11:5, 9  And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities 
for defence in Judah… (vs. 9) And Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah,

• 2 Chronicles 32:9  After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his 
servants to Jerusalem, (but he himself laid siege against Lachish, and all 
his power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of Judah…”

Jeroboam - 

Servant of Solomon, a son of a widow, and from the Tribe of Ephraim
• 1 Kings 11:26-31  And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 

Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he 
lifted up his hand against the king.  (27)  And this was the cause that he lifted up his 
hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of 
David his father.  (28)  And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and 
Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made him ruler over all 
the charge of the house of Joseph.  (29)  And it came to pass at that time when 
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in 
the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in 
the field:  (30)  And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in 
twelve pieces:  (31)  And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith 
the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:
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Shephelah (foothills)
• Control of the Shephelah was vital to the 

security of Judah.  Heavily fortified towns 
such as Lachish, Azekah, Socoh, and Timnah 
protected each valley, and were frequently 
destroyed by invading armies.

• Early on, the Philistines fought with Israel for 
control of this area.  Several battles 
between the Philistines and the Israelites 
recorded in the Bible (Judges and Samuel) 
took place in the Shephelah. 
• David fought Goliath in the Valley of Elah 

(Azekah - I Sam. 17).  
• Earlier many of Samson’s exploits took 

place in the vicinity of Timnah along the 
Sorek Valley.

Israel

Battle of Lachish – 701 BC

701 BC – Assyrian King Sennacherib sacks the city of Lachish in 
Judah but fails to take the capital Jerusalem.
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Sennacherib 
used the Via 

Maris Highway
Lachish
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Why Assyria is so important – Prophecy!

Tribulation -  – Will be from 
• Micah 5:2-5  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 

among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting.  (3)  Therefore will he give them up, until the time 
that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.  (4)  And he shall stand 
and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the 
ends of the earth.  (5)  And this man shall be the peace, when the 

 shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our 
palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight 
principal men.

Why Assyria is so important – Prophecy!

Prophecy during the Millennial Kingdom: Egypt-Assyria-Israel
Isaiah 19:18-25 In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of 
Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction.  
(19)  In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD.  (20)  And it shall be for a sign and for a 
witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD 
because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he 
shall deliver them.  (21)  And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians 
shall know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall 
vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform it.  (22)  And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he 
shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be 
intreated of them, and shall heal them.  (23)  In that day shall there be a highway out 
of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into 
Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.  (24)  In that day shall Israel 
be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land:  (25) 
Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria 
the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.
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Answer to our Question – Why all the Miracles by Jesus in the Galilee area and not in 
Jerusalem? - The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

Since the times of the Judges, these tribes (Zebulun and 
Naphtali) had been exposed to corruption from Gentile 
influence and subjugation/overcome by heathen foes. 
• In this region, Solomon had earlier given to Hiram, king 

of Tyre, twenty cities; 
– “(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with 

cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according to all his 
desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in 
the land of Galilee.” (1Ki 9:11)

The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

North of Israel – Phenicia and Syria: 
1. Phenicia (Lebanon), Tyre and Sidon
• Influence through commerce.
2. Wars with the Assyrians 
• Their depopulation under Pul, Tiglath-pileser,                     

and Shalmanassar.
3. Syrian wars in the Galilee area. 
• And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served 

Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria... (Judges 10:6)
• And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside the mischief 

that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria. (1 Kings 11:25)
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The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

During the Inter-testament years:
–Antiochus IV – Syrian King – 

Maccabee wars – 168 BC 
–This area was overtaken by 

Herod when he came back from 
Rome and forced many Jews to 
live in the cliffs as he smoked 
them out. – 37 BC

Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
("Manifest (God)"[

Herod the “Great”

The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

In Chapter 9, the people who have “walked in darkness” will see 
a “great light”.
• Isaiah 9:2 “The people that walked in darkness have seen a 

great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined.”

The light would be:
• “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
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The Prophecy of the Galilean Area - Isaiah 9:1

This area (Galilee) would be the first that would be remembered 
when that morning dawn of glory would break. 
• “And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon 

the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:” (Matthew 4:13)

Matthew is informing us how this was fulfilled as Isaiah’s 
prophecy; the Messianic hope of the Jewish nation would begin 
in the Galilee area.
• Note contrast – “Galilee of the nation” (Isaiah 9:1) and now 

His disciples were to “teach all nations” (Matt. 28:19).
– Thus fulfilling - Isaiah 42:6  I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will 

hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light of the Gentiles;

Why the Sea of Galilee and not Jerusalem?

Why did this commission take place in the Galilee area and not in 
Jerusalem?  
• This area is called in Isaiah 9:1 - “in Galilee of the nations.”
Thus, Jesus came to them in the “Galilee of the Nations” where 
he first called them to be “fishers of men”.  
• He now reaffirmed a message of forgiveness by means of the 

meal covenant and called them to proclaim him as Messiah 
and make disciples from all nations.

Elementary my dear Watson, it was just as the prophet Isaiah 
said would happen!
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